
 

Newsletter Issue 1 September 2019 
 
Hi Folks! 

Welcome to the New Term! 

 

Welcome back after the Summer break.  

We hope you all had a lovely time in the 

very warm sunshine and are now ready for 

the Autumn term and all the fun we have 

planned for the children! 

This newsletter is going to full of 

information so please take the time to read 

and digest and make note of any dates that 

are in here! 

As we are now offering full days from 

September we will be closing the setting on 

certain days throughout the year in order 

to meet our requirements for staff training 

and staff meetings. 

The times that the setting WILL NOT be 

open are:-  

Friday 20th September – closed from 12 

noon 

Monday 11th November – closed ALL DAY 

Friday 17th January 2020 – closed from 12 

noon 

Friday 3rd April 2020 – closed ALL DAY 

Monday 1st June 2020 – closed in the 

morning – (OPEN from 12.30pm)  

On the days that we are open for half a 

day, there will be NO lunchtime provision. 

Your information:- 

Do we have your correct details?  Have you 

recently changed your email details, 

updated your mobile or moved to a new 

house?  Do you wish to amend the list of 

people who are allowed to pick up your 

child?   Would you like to alter your 

preferences regarding consent for things 

like spontaneous activities?  Do we have 

the most up-to-date information regarding 

allergies?  Are you a taxpayer in which case 

have you filled in one of our Gift Aid forms? 

Whatever information you would like to 

alter/amend please speak to Mrs Walker 

and we will update your info we hold on 

file. 

Early Years Pupil Premium:- 

If you are in receipt of any of the following 

benefits, we may be able to secure some 

extra funding for the setting. 

If you qualify and you haven’t let us know 

please do come and have a word with Mrs 

Walker and we will see what we can sort 

out. 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

Little Fishes Pre-School 
Shoeburyness & Thorpe Bay Baptist Church 

90 Thorpedene Gardens 

Shoeburyness 

Essex 

SS3 9JD 

Telephone Number: 01702 382897 

Church Office Number: 01702 292620 

 

Email: littlefishes@stbbc.org.uk 

Website: 

shoeburybaptistchurch.org.uk/page/little_fishes.html 



• Child Tax Credit (provided they are not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after 
people stop qualifying for Working 
Tax Credit 

• U
Universal Credit 

Or if they have been: 
• looked after by the local authority for at least one 
day 
• have been adopted from care 
• have left care through special guardianship; or 
• subject to a child arrangement order setting out 
with whom the child is to live (formerly known as 
residence orders) 
 
 

Free Funding:- 

On the term after your child’s 3rd birthday 

you are entitled to 15 hours of free 

funding. If this applies to you for this term,  

in the next week or so you will be asked to 

sign a declaration form which says you 

acknowledge your entitlement and give the 

setting the authority to claim this funding 

on behalf of your child. 

We urge you to take 5 minutes to fill the 

form in fully as it’s important to have all 

the correct information.  This document is 

legally binding, and should the council want 

sight of it, it needs to be right! 

If your child goes to another setting as well 

as here you need to ensure that 

information is correct and decide which 

provision is to claim for the funding and 

which provision is to invoice you for the 

other hours that you use. 

If you ever need to contact Ofsted the 

contact details are:- 

 

Contact details for Ofsted are:- 
Tel: 0300 123 1231 or 
visit their website at www.ofsted.gov.uk/parents 

 

Some other dates for the diary….. 

Another date for the diary and so sorry to 

mention the ‘C’ word in September but our 

Nativity Performance and party will be on 

Thursday 19th December from 9.30am!  

 

Wanted to give you plenty of notice so you 

can book the time from work and invite 

family members to come along. Details to 

follow nearer the time but please note this 

is for ALL of our children, so even if your 

child does not attend on a Thursday we 

would still like them to be involved. 

Key Person Meetings 

Are an opportunity for you to meet with 

your key person to discuss your child’s 

progress and development and plan for 

their next steps.  It is also a chance for you 

to discuss anythng that may be worrying 

you (although, you can talk to us at any 

time if you do have a worry or a concern – 

we may look busy but we are always 

available to talk with our parents). 

An appointment list will be on the table in 

the foyer from Monday 16th September 

and the meetings will start from w/c 23rd 

September. 

For our September Starters 

You do not need to make an appointment 

via this list as we hold ‘settling in’ meetings 

for our new starters and these will be after 

October Half Term.  Your key person will be 

approaching you to book a date in the 

diary.  If they haven’t managed to catch 

you please come and talk to them to book 

your appointment. 

 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/parents


Meet Billy and Betty Bear! 

From Monday 16th September we will be 

sending home two lovely bears (to two 

different homes!) for your child to look 

after for the week and bring back the 

following Monday.  For the older children, 

they will have the pleasure of ‘Billy Bear’ 

who comes with a diary for you to write 

something in about what he gets up to at 

your house! 

For the younger children, they will be 

looking after Billy’s little cousin ‘Betty Bear’ 

who really only needs some love, but if you 

wanted to tell us something about all the 

fun you’ve had, you can write, email, send 

a photo – whatever suits you! 

Also from Monday there will be two 

coloured boxes in the foyer with a photo of 

a toy or activity we offer at Little Fishes 

and we would encourage you to talk to 

your children about the choice of activity (2 

boxes = 2 choices!) and take a green token 

to post in the box. A couple of times a 

week we will count the tokens with the 

children and ensure that the activity picked 

is out the following day.  

We are in desparate need of girls leggings 

or trousers so if you have any old ones 

going spare we will gladly take them off of 

you! 

Just a couple of house-keeping items to tell 

you about:- 

1st – please can you name label your child’s 

drinking cup? 

2nd – if your child is going to be absent 

(poorly, going on holiday, appointment etc) 

please could you let us know?  We are 

required (by Ofsted) to keep a log of any 

absences and if we do not know where your 

child is, we will phone you to check that 

everything is OK. 

3rd – we are on Facebook!  Please find us, 

like us and follow us on there! 

 

And some sad news….. 

We are very sad to inform you that Mrs 

Binding will be leaving us by October Half 

term (or sooner, depending on 

circumstances).  Ana-Maria has worked 

with us for many years and is a fabulous 

colleague and an outstanding preschool 

practitioner.  We will miss her very much 

but wish her all the best for the future. 

With love and kind regards 

Mrs Walker and the Little Fishes team 

 

Attached to this newsletter is 

information from FOLF (Friends of 

Little Fishes) our fundraising group 

who have worked so hard for the 

benefit of everyone at the setting, 

enabling us to buy new toys and 

equipment for the group to enjoy. If 

you would like to be a part of it, you’d 

be very welcome.    

 


